
Year 1 Green Class News  

Spring 2019 

Welcome back and I hope that everyone has had a wonderful winter break. We have an exciting Spring Term planned ahead 

based on China and The Magic Paintbrush and Chinese New Year. We will compare and contrast Copplestone and our 

environment to China and their cultures there, noticing any differences and similarities. We will then be learning about the 

Chinese New Year, how they celebrate the New Year and designing and making our own Chinese lanterns and drums. We will 

also investigate the Chinese art of painting with the Willow Pattern Plates, Ming Vases, Chinese Dragons and Cherry Tree 

Blossom Art.  

After half term we will focus on animals including humans, comparing the different animal types in China to our own native 

animals, Splat Says Thank you, Mother’s Day and Easter celebrations. In addition, we shall learn all about the great 

explorers of our past and how the known world has changed over time.  PE will be held on Monday and Tuesdays with no 

Forest School this term. The children had great fun with Show and Tell this term, learning to take turn, listen and respond 

to each other whilst verbalising their thoughts. However, as the children are progressing, this term we will be replacing our 

Show and Tell time on Friday afternoons to sharing work that we are proud of from the week. Please do not send in any 

items for show and tell. Thank you for your co-operation with this.  

Last term, home learning had optional creative challenges, compulsory daily reading, learning two common exception words 

until they could spell them and practising place value games on the computer. For this term our focus will be: 

Reading 

I expect every child to read daily to an adult for ten minutes a day. Our responsibility at school is to teach your child how 

to read, infer and comprehend but we will need the children to practise these skills at home. For this purpose we endeavour 

to change your child’s book daily for them to read to you. On occasions, your child may have the same book twice, this is to 

help the children to re-read stories and enable them to become fluent readers. Once a week, we will also send home a 

reading for pleasure book which your child will choose from the library. This book is for you to read to them and discuss 

what they like, enjoy and understand about the story. 

Phonics 

From this term the children will receive 5 real and 5 pseudo words a week to practise drawing on their sound buttons, 

segmenting the different sounds in the word and finally blending the sounds to make a word. We will teach the children how 

to identify and apply the sound buttons in school, for them to then practise these at home with an adult.   

Spellings 

We ask you to continue with children choosing two spellings from 

the Common Exception Word list, practising these until they are 

secure in these spellings and can apply them in their work before 

moving on to two new spellings in the list. If your child completes 

the list, please speak with Miss Anna who can supply with further 

Year 1 words which may be practised.  

Maths 

For maths, please see websites below for suggested learning 

through a computer with adobe or some are available through a 

tablet.  

1. https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button Number bonds of 20 and 10 matching game.  

2. https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/teddy-numbers Number and word recognition of numbers.  

3. http://www.ictgames.com/saveTheWhale/index.html Number bonds. Mend the pipe to save the what.  

4. http://www.ictgames.com/beaver.html Click on the numbers which make ten to catch the beaver.  
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Creative Challenges.  

Try some Chinese food. 

What does it look, smell, 

feel and taste like? 

Press blossoms from the 

trees and make a picture 

from them.   

Design and make a 

Chinese dragon from 

recycling materials.  

Make a model of a 

terracotta army figure. 

Paint your own Willow 

Pattern story plate.   

Create a poster about 

China including three 

interesting facts.   

Learn a Chinese Dragon 

dance.  

Build the Great Wall of 

China using blocks or 

boxes.   

 

Thank you for your continued support with your children’s learning. If you have any further question please speak to Miss 

Anna or write your thoughts and comments in your child’s reading record.  

Kind regards, 

Miss Anna and Team 

Green Class 


