
Year 4 Orange Class News 

Spring Term 2018 

Welcome back to school, I hope everyone enjoyed a peaceful Christmas. The children have 

all made brilliant progress with their learning last term and I am looking forward to helping 

them progress even more this term.  

Our focus this term will be Electricity; from the basics of how we make a circuit, to the 

bigger questions of how does our country generate electricity. This will help children 

develop their understanding of the United Kingdom as they discover where their energy 

comes from. We shall also learning about different ways we can use renewable energy with 

a close look at wind turbines. Through this learning the children will explore a story called 

The Windmill Farmer, write a persuasive letter about building wind turbines and also write a 

game review of their own electrical game which they will build as part of their design and 

technology curriculum. We shall be studying the artist Alexander Calder, the children will 

ask the question ‘Is he an artist or an engineer?’ as they explore his amazing dynamic 

sculptures. We shall then continue with a science theme as we develop the children’s 

understanding of sound.  

 

Home learning expectations 

Reading  

I expect every child to read aloud at home for at least 3x 10 minutes sessions, or more if you 

can. I will set a reading challenge of the children reading for 100 hours by the end of the 

year; they will receive certificates for 10 hours, 25 hours, 50 hours and 100 hours. Some of 

this time will be reading in class, reading at home to themselves or reading to parents and 

family members. Please make sure you help your child to add up the total of the hours they 

have read for.  

 

Times Tables 

We are using Times Tables Rock Stars, some of the children have found this difficult and 

have been reluctant to go for it. There are lots of division which can put the children off. We 

have been learning these in class and they are becoming more confident so please 

encourage them to practise at least 3 times a week. 

Every Friday we will have a time challenge to see if they can improve on their last time (they 

will be competing against themselves not each other). 

 



Spelling 

Finally, spellings need to be part of their weekly routine for home learning. This is not to be 

considered a test, the last thing we want if for children to become stressed about spellings 

however they do need to learn them. Each child will have their own personal spellings, 

these will be a mixture of the Y3/4 words which they choose themselves from a list. We will 

also add extra words from their writing which they keep spelling wrong. They will have only 

5 words a week to learn and will test themselves with their friends, when they have them 

secure they highlight off the sheet and choose some more. We shall learn lots of different 

ways to practise and the children will soon develop their preferred way of remembering 

them. I will also be directly teaching spelling rules and they will have time to practise in 

school too. We do our spelling check on Fridays.  

 Some ideas for rainy Sundays  

Make a 
windmill 

Build an electric circuit   Find out about other 
dynamic sculptures. 
Make your own 
dynamic sculpture. 

Discover how much 
electricity we use in our 
country and compare to 
other countries. Which 
country uses the most 
renewable energy?  

Design a poster 
to keep safe 
with electricity  

Make a review vlog 
about a game you 
have played.  

Find out about how 
Windmills have been 
used in the past and 
compare to how we use 
them now.  

Discover different 
experiments using sound 

 


