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Spring 2019 
Happy New Year and I hope you all had a magical Christmas. This term in Yellow 

Class our topic will be Explorers. We will find out about famous explorers from 

history, particularly Sir Francis Drake and we will consider the characteristics 

needed to be an explorer. Through looking at the routes taken by Sir Francis 

Drake, we will learn about the oceans and continents of the world and find out 

about the life of an explorer in Tudor times. Later in the term, we will be 

making boats and using our science learning about materials to decide on the 

best things to use, which will be waterproof and able to float. 

As before, our home learning will focus on the basics, building solid foundations 

for the rest of the children’s learning. There will also be some creative options 

if you wish to try them. These are the expectations this term: 

Reading  

I expect every child to read to an adult or older sibling at least 3 times a week, 

but please read more if you can. Obviously, the amount that they have read will 

vary dependent on the child and the length of their book. So, it won’t 

necessarily be 3 books, just 3 quality reading sessions including some discussion 

about the book. 

Times Tables 

Please continue to practice times tables facts, especially for the 2, 5 and 10 

times tables. This can be done using the websites and apps previously suggested 

or through written or oral quizzing. If your child is confident with these tables 

facts, in or out of order then they should try learning the 3 times table next. 

Spelling 

I will continue to send a selection of words each week, which will link with our 

spelling learning at school. Please make time to practice these with your child 

either orally, written or using them in sentences to develop a context for the 

word. 



  

 

Some ideas for rainy Sundays: 

Write a diary of 

your first day of 

your adventure 

exploring a place 

of your choice 

(Desert, jungle, 

deep sea, 

mountains, north 

pole). 

Research a place 

you would like to 

explore. Use 

Google Earth to 

see what the place 

looks like. 

Create a map of 

an undiscovered 

land that an early 

explorer might 

have used. Include 

compass 

directions. 

Sailors used to 

sing ‘sea shanties’ 

while they worked 

on board ship. 

Find an examples 

of a sea shanty 

from the days of 

the explorers. 

Visit your local 

library and find 

some books on 

explorers. Take a 

photo of your visit 

or bring the book 

into school 

Explore your local 

area and draw a 

map showing how 

to get from your 

home to school or 

another place that 

you have visited 

Draw and label 

three new 

(imaginary) plants 

or animals that 

your explorer 

might have seen. 

Create a short 

film about a 

journey. You could 

make a story or an 

informative film. 

Use puppets or 

props.    

 

 

Any questions, just ask. 

 

Thanks for your support 

Mrs Carroll 


