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14th September 2020 

 
Welcome to Red Class 

Dear Parents and carers, 

A huge welcome back to school!  The start of this academic year is certainly very different to previous 

years and there are lots of new routines to get used to.  I would usually be inviting you into class to a 

‘meet the teacher’ session, but due to Covid restrictions, we are sadly unable to do this.   

It is really important for me to be able to share as much information with you as possible and I am going 

to summarise what I would have said to you in our meeting here.   

Classroom 

From September, our tables will be facing forwards in rows.  Children will have a table space and will 

stay in this space throughout the day.  We will be having plenty of movement breaks and will also be 

continuing to complete the daily mile.  Myself and the teaching assistants will still be able to work 

alongside your child to support them in their learning.  

We are keen to minimise movement around the classroom and so equipment will be kept in the 

children’s own tray.  Children are encouraged to bring in their own pencil case and equipment.  We ask 

that pencil cases are able to be wiped for cleaning and equipment should be practical rather than 

novelty.  I would suggest the following: pencil, pen, ruler, sharpener, rubber, pencil crayons, and felt tips.  

Reading books: 

Reading books will be going home as usual.  I will be sitting and reading with your child during the first 

week of the term to ensure they have a reading book pitched at their reading level and interest.  When 

books come back into school to be changed, they will be placed in a quarantine box for 72 hours before 

being lent out again.  

Reading for pleasure will help develop your child’s vocabulary, communication, concentration, empathy 

and imagination.  Children should be reading at home for at least 15 minutes every evening.  As children 

get older, they may not always want to read aloud to an adult every evening, preferring to read to 

themselves.  However, it is still important to have a discussion about what they have just read to ensure 

they have understood the vocabulary, have any questions etc.  I have included some ideas with this 

letter.  Please ensure that you are completing your child’s reading diary regularly, as I check this weekly. 
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Timetable: 

We are hugely aware of the time children have missed at school due to lockdown, and have planned 

carefully to help the children catch-up the learning they have missed.  There must be a careful balance 

between what we do academically whilst ensuring the well-being of the children.   

Our maths planning will follow the White Rose Maths Scheme, which has been specially adapted to 

include key teaching and learning children will have missed during lockdown.  I will be working alongside 

your child to ensure they have a good understanding of the concepts taught.  If your child needs 

additional support to grasp a concept or method, I am able to work with them in addition to their regular 

maths lessons.  We also have Mrs Uter and Mrs Bedford as our teaching assistants, who are very skilled 

in delivering small group or individualised sessions.  In the third week of the term, will be setting 

homework tasks on Maths Shed, which will help consolidate learning in class and practise key skills. 

Our English will continue as before and will be based on studying a high quality and engaging text.  As I 

am teaching each text, I am able to adapt my planning to tailor it to suit the needs of this year’s class.  In 

addition to our English lessons, sessions have been planned into the timetable to ensure teaching and 

practise of key skills, including; spelling, vocabulary and specific grammar lessons.   Daily home reading 

will be ready to go by the second week of the term and I will be setting spelling practise using Spelling 

Shed at home from week three. 

We feel that it is really important that the children reconnect with each other after being separated for so 

long.  Therefore, all children will spend at least an hour doing Forest School each week.  This year, I will 

be leading our class sessions and the focus will be on working as part of a team, celebrating each other 

successes, and developing effective communication skills.  Our Forest School session will be on a 

Tuesday afternoon and children will need to bring suitable footwear (wellies or old trainers), a change of 

clothes suitable for outside play (trousers or leggings with a long-sleeved top), and a waterproof coat.  

We will be going outside whatever the weather, so staying warm and dry is essential as the term 

progresses and the weather isn’t as nice. 

Alongside our Forest School sessions, the children will have a PE lesson run by the Achieve4All sports 

coach.  For the first half term the children will be doing football skills, and for the second, gymnastics. PE 

lessons are on a Monday afternoon.  Please ensure your child has the correct kit, with all items clearly 

labelled. 
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Roles & Responsibilities: 

When children enter Year 5, we encourage them to take on greater responsibilities around school.  In the 

next few days, you will be hearing about the different roles and responsibilities children have been given 

for the coming year.  Although some roles have had to change due to restrictions about moving around 

school, we have tried to ensure the children get a good experience of feeling grown-up and more 

independent.  Children may be selected to be a School Councillor, Eco Councillor, House Captain, 

Librarian, Playground Monitor, or Classroom Caretaker.  They have been very excited about these and 

have volunteered for the roles they would like to do. 

Communication: 

After such a long time away from school, communication between home and school is more important 

than ever.  As Class Dojo worked so well during lockdown, we are going to continue using it for 

communication and rewards.  Many of the children are now arriving at different times and so catching me 

in the morning is often not possible, so please use Class Dojo to send any messages.  If you have an 

urgent request, then please telephone the school office.  I am more than happy to telephone you to 

discuss any concerns or queries you may have.   

I hope this has given you a flavour of your child’s time in Red Class.  Please don’t hesitate to get in touch 

via Class Dojo if you have any questions.   

Best wishes, 

Lizzie Blake  
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