
Red Class – Year 5 

Autumn Term News 

 

A big welcome back to school!  Red Class has a busy and exciting term ahead, starting with our topic, the 

Anglo-Saxons and Vikings.  Children will learn about life as a Saxon, including their beliefs, village life and 

rulers.  We will use atlases and maps to research where the Saxons came from and use clues from names 

of places to discover where they settled.   

This will link in with our first English unit, Beowulf.  Children will learn the different text features and 

recreate parts of the story through drama and hot-seating activities.  Through the text, children will 

build on their grammar and punctuation knowledge, such as the use of commas for fronted adverbials, and 

using the ‘power of three’ for effect. 

In science, we will be learning about forces.  We will be doing lots of practical investigations to learn 

about how forces can act upon different objects.  We will be designing and making parachutes to learn 

more about air resistance, followed by boats to learn about water resistance. 

Please do visit the school website to take a look at the year 5 curriculum in more detail. 

 

Year 5 home learning expectations: 

Reading  

Reading is a core skill required to access texts and retrieve information. Our responsibility at school is to 

teach your child how to read, infer and comprehend but we will need the children to practise these skills 

at home.  Children are expected to read at home for at least 3 x 15 minutes sessions per week.  Children 

will still come across words they are unfamiliar with and need to comprehend what they are reading.  You 

can help by listening to them read and discussing what they have read afterwards.  Please make sure you 

record reading in the reading diary.   

Spelling 

This year the school has invested in Spelling Shed, where your children will find fun interactive games to 

access and practise their spellings throughout the week. I will set these games once a week and expect 

them to be completed by Friday evening. Your child has a personal log in to access these games via an app 

or computers, where I can track their progress and support them further or extend their learning within 

class.  The children are not learning words for a specific test, as we don’t want the children to become 

stressed about spellings; however, they need to learn the words to use in their writing.  As we go through 

the year, spelling homework will become more personalised to the child and will include words that I notice 

them misspelling in their writing and words that they choose to work on from a given list.  

 

 

 



Times Tables 

The school is continuing to subscribe to Times Tables Rock Stars.   Ensuring your child is fluent in their 

multiplication and division facts will make maths in year 5 more successful, as many of the new skills 

taught, such as fractions, are based on these.   Children will need to practise their tables at home and 

every Friday will have a personal time challenge to see if they can improve on their last time.  Children will 

be competing to beat their own personal best time and will receive certificates when they reach each 

milestone. 

Creative learning tasks 

As in previous years, a selection of creative learning activities has been suggested for ‘rainy days’ or for 

children who enjoy developing their learning through creative activities.  These are optional but provide 

some interesting ideas which children may enjoy. 

 

PE  

PE is every Monday and Wednesday.  Please make sure your child has the correct kit in school each week 

and that it is clearly labelled.  Lots of children have grown over the holidays, so it would be useful to 

check that their daps or trainers still fit.  We will be doing lots of PE outside when the weather is dry, so 

black tracksuit bottoms or leggings can be worn. 

 

Pencil cases 

In Year 5, children are allowed to bring in their own pencil case if they wish.  This is not a requirement as 

I do provide all equipment that will be needed.  If your child chooses to being a pencil case into school, 

please can they have equipment that is useful and not novelty items, as these can distract from learning.  

It is also important that their pencil case isn’t overly large, as it must fit into their drawer.   

 

Communication 

Communication between home and school is essential for the wellbeing and learning of your child.  I am 

available if you need to catch me in the mornings with a quick message, or you are welcome to write a note 

in their reading diary.  I am more than happy to meet after school or give you a phone call if you need to 

speak with me.  The most important thing is that if there is any issue, we work quickly to resolve it 

together. 

 

 

Lizzie Blake ~ Year 5 class teacher 


