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Year 2 Yellow Class News  

Autumn 2020 

Welcome to September 2020 and I hope that you have all had a healthy and happy summer. It may feel a little strange 

on returning to school and staying in our bubbles but we intend to make this feel as safe and fun as possible. We have an 

exciting autumn term planned ahead based on the continent Africa, their traditions, animals that live there and 

similarities and differences to where we live. We will find out about the amazing animals of the savannah, share 

traditional African stories and songs and try African dancing and drumming. Initially we will focus on Kenya where our 

English texts, ‘Fatou fetch the water,’ and ‘Lila and the rain,’ are based. Later in the term we will study Kenya further 

and compare Kenyan villages with Copplestone. As the autumn progresses we shall also look at the history of Christmas 

and how the traditions have evolved over the years. 

This year our home learning will focus on the basics, building solid foundations for the rest of the children’s learning. 

These are the expectations in Year 2: 

Reading 

 

In Year 2 I expect every child to read daily to an adult for a minimum often minutes a day. Particularly, as independent 

reading is a core skill required in Year 2 to access learning by reading questions and finding information. Our 

responsibility at school is to teach your child how to read, infer and comprehend but we will need the children to practise 

these skills at home. For this purpose, children will have their books changed on a Monday and Thursday and be sent 

home with two or three books, for them to read to you. Please indicate if they have read to you or to an older sibling in 

their reading record and tick off books which they have completed at home so that we know which books to change. As 

the children’s reading continues, I do not expect the children to read an entire book in one night, so we will make 

bookmarks in school so that they can mark how far they have read in their book.  The books that are returned to school 

will be quarantined for 72 hours to reduce contamination.  This term we will be reintroducing a Reading Rainbow 

Challenge to encourage the children to read at home. When your child reads 14 books or reads 14 times, they are 

awarded a rainbow certificate - beginning with red through to gold, to be presented in assembly. When they complete 

the 'rainbow reading challenge' they remain at the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow and receive a small prize.  

 

Spellings, phonics and maths. 

This year the school will continue to use Spelling Shed where your children will find fun interactive games to access and 

practise their spellings and phonics throughout the week. I will set these games once a week and expect them to be 

completed by the end of the week. Your child will be sent home a personal log in to access these games via an app or 

computers where I can track their progress and support them further or extend them further within class.  The 

children are not learning words for a specific test, as we don’t want the children to become stressed about spellings; 

however, they need to learn the words to use in their writing. This will mean that I can look out for those words in the 

children’s class writing and praise correct spelling of them, when used in context. In addition to Spelling Shed, we have 

invested in Maths Shed to compliment the children’s learning in school. These will also be fun and interactive games that 

can be accessed by the children to consolidate their learning within school. The children will use the same log in to access 

these games and again they will be set weekly to support your child’s individual learning.  
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Class Dojo 

We are delighted to continue to use Class Dojo for communication, team points and to share the children’s learning. Class 

Dojo is a secure, interactive reward system that increases parent and school communication as it allows teachers to 

share children’s learning through blogs and images. In addition, you will be able to monitor when your child receives a 

team point or is put on the Golden Moments board, allowing discussion topics about their learning at home. Please 

note, you will only be able to access your own child’s information and not information of other children within the 

class. Class Dojo is a secure website that requires a parent’s phone number or email to login to see their child’s 

information. We ask any images that are put in the blog, are for personal use only and not to be shared via social media 

or any other media platforms.   

Forest School and PE 

This term, Yellow Class will have their PE session on a Wednesday afternoon and Forest School on a Thursday afternoon. 

Please may the children come to school wearing their school uniform and after lunch, they will change in the class into 

their PE kits. Ideally, they will wear their jogging bottoms, old trainers and their worm top to their PE lesson. They will 

then go to Forest School wearing these clothes after the PE lesson. This is due to a shorter time of 1 hour at Forest 

School and quite often, it takes the children at least 20 minutes to change into their clothes. They will then return home 

in these clothes with their school uniform and school shoes in their bags.  

Thank you for your support. 

Kind regards 

Miss Anna  

 


