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Happy New Year and I hope you all had a magical Christmas. This term in Yellow Class our 

topic will be Explorers. We will find out about famous explorers from history, particularly 

Sir Francis Drake, his circumnavigation of the globe, what made him a hero and why the 

Spanish saw him as a pirate. Through looking at the routes taken by Sir Francis Drake, we 

will learn about the oceans and continents of the world, the different climates on the 

journey before designing our own circumnavigation of the globe. Later in the term, we will be 

making boats using our scientific investigations about materials to decide on the best 

material to use, how changing the shape of materials alters their buoyancy and waterproof or 

absorbent materials.  

As before, our home learning will focus on the basics, building solid foundations for the rest 

of the children’s learning. These are the expectations this term: Reading: I expect every 

child to read to an adult or older sibling daily as they progress on the rainbow reading 

challenge. Obviously, the amount that they have read will vary dependent on the child and the 

length of their book. So, it won’t necessarily be 5 books, just 5 quality reading sessions 

including some discussion about the book. Maths Shed which will consolidate fluency from 

class lessons. Spelling Shed will be updated with the week’s spellings every Monday and I 

expect children to practise these 3 times a week on the app or by other methods such as 

look, say, cove, write, check, spelling webs, spelling triangles etc. Please make time to 

practice these with your child either orally, written or using them in sentences to develop a 

context for the word.  

Any questions, just ask.  

Thanks for your support, 

 Mrs Anna and team 


