
Year 4 Orange Class News 

Summer Term 2019 

Welcome back to school, I hope everyone enjoyed a lovely Easter Break. The children have 

all worked so hard over the last few terms and now are ready to embed all their learning 

into two big topics which will run over the summer term. To start with we shall jump into 

the past exploring the lives of Ancient Egyptians. We will have a trip to the Torquay museum 

where we shall have a workshop in mummification! We shall be then Heading North to 

discover the places and people of Scotland, Finland and Alaska. With lots of art, stories and 

creative experiences the children will really enjoy this learning.  

Home learning expectation  

Reading  

I expect every child to read at home out loud for at least 3x 10 minutes sessions more if you 

can. They should now be reading independently too so that they can build their reading 

stamina.  It is the last term with the reading challenge lots of children are working really 

hard to get to 100 hours. Please make sure you help your child to add up the total of the 

hours they have read as some of them are not recording all their time. This can include any 

reading they are doing it doesn’t have to be school books and also it can include their 

independent reading.  

Times Tables 

They have lots of different ideas to help them learn in their home learning book. Every 

Friday we will have a time challenge to see if they can improve on their last time (they will 

be competing against themselves not each other). I have set them on automatic training 

mode for their times tables rockstars. This should build their progress reacting to what they 

know. Please let me know if this is working.  

Spelling 

Finally, spellings need to be part of their weekly routine for home learning. This is not to be 

considered a test, the last thing we want if for children to become stressed about spellings 

however they do need to learn them. Each child will have their own personal spelling, these 

will be a mixture of the Y3/4 words which they choose themselves from a list. We will also 

add extra words from their writing which they keep spelling wrong. They will have only 5 

words a week to learn and will test themselves with their friends, when they have them 

secure they highlight off the sheet and choose some more. We shall learn lots of different 

ways to practise and the children will soon develop their preferred way of remembering 

them. I will also be directly teaching spelling rules and they will have time to practise in 

school too. We do our spelling check on Fridays.  



 Some ideas for quiet Sundays  

Build a pyramid Make your own 
Egyptian portrait of 
your family.  

Find out 15 facts about 
the River Nile  

Discover what the Egyptians 
used for medicine.  

Research and 
find animals 
that live our 
northern 
regions  

Be inspired by William 
Morris and make your 
own nature inspired 
wall paper.  

Discover some folk tales 
from Scotland, Finland 
and Alaska  

Make your own totem pole 

design inspired by the 
indigenous people of Alaska 

 


